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In a speech to the Organization of American States (OAS) on Oct. 7, President Reagan said he would
fight for $270 million in renewed aid to the contras that will continue until a cease-fire is in place
"and full democracy is established" in Nicaragua. As in the past, Reagan stated his qualified support
for the Central American peace plan signed Aug. 7 in Guatemala, but that it "does not address
US security concerns in the region." Reagan set out "markers" that would inform Washington if
"democracy truly exists" in Nicaragua. "There are no new demands here," Reagan said. "It is all
spelled out in the Guatemala accord and Reagan-Wright peace plan." Aid to the contras, he said,
must continue "as an essential guarantee that the Sandinistas will live up to" their promises. White
House officials say the aid request will be made on or before Nov. 7, the deadline for compliance
with the Guatemala peace agreement. Democratic leaders in Congress repeated their assertion
that renewed military aid to the contras will not be approved. House Speaker Jim Wright said
Reagan's speech had not changed that. "There is no disposition to pass renewed military aid," he
said. The White House had described Reagan's OAS speech as a major address, conciliatory in
tone and fully supportive of the peace process. Frank C. Carlucci, the president's national security
adviser, visited House Democratic leaders Tuesday night to make that point. Reagan said, "The
Congress of the United States has made a moral commitment" to the contras and "cannot walk
away." Wright agreed with that, but said the responsibility meant only that Congress would approve
money to help the contras disband as a military force and relocate. Under the president's proposal,
the $270 million would be spent for military and "humanitarian" help over the next 18 months.
Once a negotiated cease-fire is in place, the military aid would stop, but assistance "to maintain
the freedom fighters as a viable force" would continue. As democratic reforms are put in place,
the president said, "our support levels to the resistance fighters will decrease proportionately"
and the aid money will be "redirected to strengthening democratic processes in Nicaragua." Aid
to the contras would end, he said, only when Nicaragua is fully democratic. "Democracy is made
up of specific steps." Reagan said, and at various points in his speech he listed them: A cease -fire
must be negotiated with the contras, and they should be allowed to return to Nicaragua and run
for elective office if they choose. Soviet-bloc and Cuban forces must leave. The Nicaraguan military
must be reduced in size. Sandinista neighborhood committees must be disbanded. All political
prisoners must be freed. Full, free and fair elections must be held. The press must be free and all
human rights restored. Reagan did not include among his demands a call for new presidential
elections before those scheduled in 1990. Last week a senior White Hose official said, "new elections
are the one thing the President feels very strongly about," and for weeks White House spokesmen
said openly that early elections were a clear demand. The organization's delegates, nearly all of
them from Latin America, sat silent through Reagan's speech and offered only moderate, polite
applause at the end. In response to the speech, Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega in New York
said that it represented "an open confrontation" with Central American leaders. He said he was
willing to consider the withdrawal of all Soviet and Cuban military aid if Washington agreed to
negotiate directly with his government. Ortega, on a three-day visit to New York, also said he
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would not negotiate a cease-fire directly or indirectly with the political leadership of the contras
as the Reagan administration has demanded. Instead, Ortega said, he would be willing to discuss
the cease-fire only with individual field commanders of the contras. In an interview at the New
York Helmsley after Reagan's speech and in earlier remarks to reporters, also at the hotel, Ortega
addressed Washington's concerns about security. He said through a translator that Reagan was
trying to impose conditions on Nicaragua that are not included in the peace accord. "Mr. Reagan
is attempting to rewrite the plan in accordance with US interests," he said. "He is now in open
confrontation with the Central American presidents." Asked if he would be willing to send home
all Cuban and Soviet military advisers if the war ended, he said: "We are willing to discuss this
subject with the United States." But he added that "simply as a consequence of the war ending, that
advisers be withdrawn, that we could accept." Ortega said there were fewer than 300 Cuban and
Soviet military advisers in Nicaragua and 700 nonmilitary advisers. The State Department says there
are more than 2,500 Cuban military advisers in Nicaragua. The US government has been resolute in
refusing to negotiate directly with the Nicaraguan government since bilateral talks in Mexico broke
off in early 1985. Ortega was derisive about the political leadership of the contras and said he would
talk only with contra field commanders. "At this point we will seek out the chieftains of the contras
who might be interested in a peaceful settlement." He said he was making a distinction between
"the so-called contra leadership" with whom he would not engage in any dialogue "from those
contras who are fighting on the ground." He dismissed the contra leaders as people who regard the
war as "good business" and do not want the fighting to end. "They're very comfortable," he said of
Adolfo Calero and other top officials. "They're not in combat." Ortega said that some contra field
commanders have indicated through family connections in Managua their willingness to negotiate a
cease-fire. (Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES, AP, 10/08/87, 10/09/87)
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